
1

SPECIAL 10TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT

APRIL 26, 2026
ST. THOMAS’ PARISH



2

http://www.davidshotwell.com/


3

https://www.brentalmond.com
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JOIN OUR CURATED WINE CLUB
GRAPEINTENTIONS.COM OFF YOUR 1ST SHIPMENT 

WITH CODE 
GMCW2435

35%
SAVE

Grape Intentions proudly partners with  
GMCW and 10 other charitable organizations  
you help each time we send you wine

GMCW2635

https://grapeintentions.com
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https://www.larsetzkornlaw.com
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http://www.weisnerpsychotherapy.com/
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Try results-driven treatments 

that reduce inflammation, 

boost circulation, speed 

recovery, and support 

long-term well-being.

Come as you are. 

Stay for the benefits. 

Memberships available.

auraspa.net/longevity-services

Cryotherapy

• Red Light Therapy 

• Lymphatic Drainage

• IV Therapy

• Hydrafacial

Your First Step 
to Feeling Better

http://www.weisnerpsychotherapy.com/
https://auraspa.net
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Woody Derricks
(410) 732–2633

woody@partnershipwm.com
partnershipwm.com

Available by appointment in 
DC, Alexandria & online

CONTACT US TODAY

Y�r Future, 
in Harm�y.

LIFE IS FULL OF UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTSLIKE 
THE MUSIC OF GMCW.  FROM RETIREMENT PLANNING 

TO HELPING PROTECT YOUR LEGACY, WE HELP 
LGBTQ+ INDIVIDUALS WORK TOWARDS 

A JOYFUL AND SECURE FUTURE.

ADVOCATE, ALLY, AND HELPING CLIENTS WITH CREATIVE PLANNING SINCE 1998.

https://partnershipwm.com
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Welcome to the 10th anniversary Youth Invasion! Today’s performance 
is a celebration of past, present, and future: a tribute to the 160 young 
people who have sung in GenOUT since 2015, a showcase of the 17 
singers who make up our 2025 – 2026 chorus, and a statement of 
welcome to the youth who will join us in the years to come. 

In this anniversary performance, we are joined by alumni whose lives 
have been shaped by GenOUT and by the mentors in our parent 
chorus, Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington, DC. This program is a token 
of our gratitude for the bravery of the first GenOUTers — on whose 
shoulders we stand — and for the tenacity of the GenOUTers of 2020 – 
2021, who ensured that the program not only survived the pandemic, 
but thrived during it! In this concert, we recall with fondness the songs 
that we sang (and the ones we wrote), the cities we visited (and the 
people we met), and the venues, both humble and grand, where we 
raised our voices. We remember the young people who sang with us 
for years and those who were with us for just a few rehearsals (and 
everyone in between). 

We acknowledge the things that made our program stronger: growing 
pains that were difficult and collaborations that opened new doors. 
We recognize — with thankful hearts — the support of our GMCW 
community, of audience members, of donors, of rehearsal team 
members, and especially of parents and guardians, without whom 
GenOUT would have never existed. Thank you to everyone who has 
been a part of our community for a dozen years and for 10 Youth 
Invasion shows. Today’s performance is dedicated to you.

WELCOME

C. Paul Heins
GenOUT Director
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PROGRAM

SPECIAL 10TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT

C. Paul Heins, Director
Javon Byam, Assistant Director

WHO WE ARE
Hope Lingers On...................................................................Music by Lissa Schneckenburger

Arr. Andrea Ramsey
On Children...........................................................................................Music by Ysaye M. Barnwell

Poem by Kahlil Gibran
One Day......................................................................................Music & Words by Phil Lawrence, 

Matthew Miller, Peter Hernandez, & Ari Levine 
Arr. Alvin Mayes

WHO WE ASPIRE TO BE
Time After Time........................................Music & Words by Rob Hyman & Cyndi Lauper
	 Kyler Hewitt, cello	 Arr. Andy Beck
We Can Be Kind..................................................................Music & words by David Friedman

Arr. Kirby Shaw
The Rainbow Connection...................................................Music & Words by Paul Williams
	 Solo: Ailsa Ostovitz	 & Kenneth L. Ascher

Arr. Kate Shipway
Normal...................................................................................Music & Words by Brennan Connell 
	 Solo: Brennan Connell, 
	 GenOUT member 2015 – 2021

OUR HOPES AND DREAMS
Imagine.........................................................................................Music & Words by John Lennon

Arr. Mac Huff
I, Too, Sing America............................................................................Music by Gwyneth Walker

Poem by Langston Hughes
United in Purpose.....................................................................................Music by Rollo Dilworth 

Text by Maya Angelou

WHERE WE CAME FROM
Blackbird..............................................Music & Words by John Lennon & Paul McCartney 
	 Solo: Ben Biggs	 Arr. Audrey Snyder
World of Love................................................................................................Music by C. Paul Heins

Text adapted from a poem by Aiyanna Montgomery, 
drawn from words by GenOUTers
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Reflections by GenOUT alumni
	 Anjali Murthy, GenOUT member 2022 – 2025
	 Becca Schaefer, GenOUT member 2016 – 2018
“Where Are They Now?” videos by GenOUT alumni

I Was Here...........................................................................................Music & words by Gary Burr,
	 Featuring GenOUT alumni	 Hillary Scott, & Victoria Shaw

Arr. Alan Billingsley

OUR GMCW COMMUNITY
Beautiful City.................................................................Music & Words by Stephen Schwartz
	 From Godspell	 Arr. Mac Huff
	 Featuring GMCW mentors
Ring of Keys.................................................................................................Music by Jeanine Tesori
	 From Fun Home	 Lyrics by Lisa Kron 

Arr. Steve Milloy
Make Them Hear You......................................................................Music by Stephen Flaherty
	 From Ragtime	 Lyrics by Lynn Ahrens
	 Featuring members of GMCW	 Arr. Jeff Funk

GOING OUT INTO THE WORLD WITH LOVE AND WITH PRIDE
I’m Not Afraid of Anything................................Music & Words by Jason Robert Brown
	 From Songs for a New World	 Arr. Javon Byam
Time capsule messages to GenOUTers at the 20th anniversary 
	 Youth Invasion in 2036
Why We Sing..................................................................................Music & words by Greg Gilpin
	 C. Paul Heins, flute	 Flute descant by John Romano

Kevin Wu, piano
Guido Vitullo, percussion
Mark Stroud, bass
Kyler Hewitt, cello

INSTRUMENTALISTS
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GENOUT YOUTH CHORUS

The GenOUT Youth Chorus is the Washington, DC, area’s only vocal ensemble 
for social justice champions. An outreach ensemble of the Gay Men’s Chorus of 
Washington, DC, GenOUT operates under the two-fold mission to give LGBTQ+ 
and allied youth a voice through song, and to connect that voice to community. 
The ensemble is open to all singers between the ages of 13 and 18. Since its debut 
in spring 2015, the GenOUT Chorus has performed at the Lincoln Theatre, the 
Kennedy Center, Washington National Cathedral, the White House, the Library 
of Congress, the GALA Choruses Festival and the ACDA National Conference. 
More than 160 singers from over 80 schools have participated in GenOUT.

C. Paul Heins, Director
Javon Byam, Assistant Director & Chorus Manager

Accompanist Team
Barbara Schelstrate
Kevin Wu

Dalyan Agca
Cal Ausema *
Ben Biggs *
Kay Bruff
Xavier Finch
Alia Hemani
Avani Konek
Noah Lowenthal
Ira Miner* 

Aiyanna Montgomery
Malena Mulder
Ailsa Ostovitz *
Callum Seay-Lee
Charlie Senerchia
Birch Shea
Ziv Stuart
Ezra Thomas *

* = member of Youth Leadership Team
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Mental Health and Addictions

Individual/Couple/Family/Group

Counseling, Training, Consulting

Edward M. Andrews
Psychotherapist

Licensed in Delaware, DC, Maryland, Virginia

edmandlpc@aol.com 703-401-1424

edandrewstherapist.com

 
Mental Health and Addictions 

Individual/Couple/Family/Group 
Counseling, Training, Consulting 

 
Edward M. Andrews 

Psychotherapist 
Licensed in Delaware, DC, Maryland, 

Virginia 
 

Edmandlpc@aol.com                        
703-401-1424 

 

ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE?

YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT VOTE.GOV

VOTING IS YOUR RIGHT.
KEEPING YOUR REGISTRATION CURRENT 

IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.

https://edandrewstherapist.com/Contact.htm
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C. PAUL HEINS

Over our 12-year history, GenOUT has traveled to Denver (for GALA 2016), Nashville (twice: 
for a 2019 Tour and a 2023 Camp with Major Minors), New York City (with Major Minors 
in 2022), Cincinnati (for the 2023 ACDA National Conference), and Minneapolis (for GALA 
2024) — making music and sharing stories with audiences in each location. GenOUTers 
frequently comment that these trips are highlights of their experience, facilitating 
community-building and strengthening ties to the ensemble.

This summer, DC’s GenOUT Youth Chorus will join Nashville’s Major Minors for a mini-
jamboree of GALA Youth Choruses in Asheville, TN. The trip is being planned on six major 
pillars: music learning/rehearsing (learning a program that is being co-planned with 
MM musical leadership), music performing (including a tour on the way home), non-
music learning (notably about queer history and using one’s voice to effect change), 
service to the community (notably helping in the ongoing recovery efforts following 
Hurricane Helene), experiencing  the culture, history, and people of the Asheville area, 
and community-building (within GenOUT, with Major Minors, and with two local GALA 
choruses). 

We plan to take every GenOUTer who wants to go, regardless of 
their financial capacity to pay the trip fee. Please consider making a 
contribution to GMCW, f/b/o GenOUT, to help us make this trip possible 
for all GenOUTers.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE

C. Paul Heins (Director) (he/him)

C. Paul Heins joined the GMCW artistic team as associate conductor 
in the 2014 – 2015 season. Dr. Heins’s principal role with GMCW is 
directing the GenOUT Youth Chorus, an outreach ensemble for 
LGBTQ+ and allied youth founded in 2015. Since its inception, 
more than 160 students from over 80 schools have participated in 
GenOUT Youth Chorus and camps, and notable performance venues 
have included the Kennedy Center, the Library of Congress, the 
Washington National Cathedral, and the White House for President 
Obama. In addition to its regular performances with GMCW, GenOUT 
presents an annual Youth Invasion show plus around 20 outreach 
events around the DMV area.
 
GenOUT participated in the 2016 and 2024 GALA Choruses Festivals 
and was featured as an Insight Choir at the 2023 national conference 

of the American Choral Directors Association. In January 2026, GenOUT presented a 
lecture performance at ACDA’s Children’s & Community Youth Choir Conductors’ Retreat 
in Baltimore.
 
Dr. Heins’s previous appointments include Georgetown University (Concert Choir director) 
and the Lesbian & Gay Chorus of Washington (director). Before joining the GMCW artistic 
staff, he was a guest musical director for three GMCW musicals (Ruthless, When Pigs 
Fly, and You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown). Dr. Heins is a frequent guest pianist, flutist, 
and conductor in the DC area. He was trained in piano and flute at Bowling Green State 
University (B.Mus.), flute at the University of Maryland (M.Mus.), and choral conducting at 
the University of Maryland (D.M.A.).

His doctoral work centered around Lukas Foss’s cantata, The Prairie. Dr. Heins has presented 
at conferences of the American Choral Directors Association and Chorus America, and has 
served as guest clinician for DCPS music festivals and teacher workshops.

SUPPORT GENOUT

https://www.gmcw.org/support-us/
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https://www.raymondjames.com/financial-360/
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
GenOUT Youth Leadership Team:		  Cal Ausema, Ben Biggs, 
					     Ira Miner, Ailsa Ostovitz, 
					     Ezra Thomas

GenOUT Rehearsal Team:			   Michael Aylward, Karen Garlick,
					     Carter Grimes, Josh Harrington,
					     Gregoriah Hartman, Hey-Jin Kong,
					     Nico MacDougall, Jamey Sadownick,
					     Becca Schaefer, Mario Sengco,
					     Emily Shaw, Silvio Weisner

GMCW Production Manager:		  Conor Kelly

Production Team:				   Michael Cunningham, Mark Klein

Special thank you to:
•	 The Thirteen, for musical training
•	 Craig Cipollini and Michael B. Smith, for video creation and editing
•	 Parents/guardians and families of our youth singers
•	 The clergy, staff, and congregation of St. Thomas’ Parish Episcopal 

Church for welcoming us into this space

This project is made possible with support from It Gets Better, a nonprofit 
organization working to uplift, empower, and connect LGBTQ+ youth around 

the globe. Visit www.itgetsbetter.org.

Today’s performance is presented with the generous support of 
Partnership Wealth Management.

Financial support is gratefully received from the Georgetown Chorale.
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SUPPORTING MUSIC. SERVING PRIDE.
PROTEST PIZZA + BAR PROUDLY SUPPORTS 

THE GAY MEN’S CHORUS OF WASHINGTON, DC.

Rooted in Dupont Circle, we believe in  
community, visibility, and the power of art (and pizza)  

to bring people together.

protestpizza.com @protestpizzadc

https://protestpizza.com
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SONG LYRICS
HOPE LINGERS ON
My mother, when love is gone,
My mother, when love is gone,
In our darkest hour, hope lingers on.
My father, when peace is gone,
My father, when peace is gone,
In our darkest hour, hope lingers on.

Refrain:
I will not hate,
And I will not fear.
In our darkest hour, hope lingers here.

My sibling, when equality’s gone,
My sibling, when equality’s gone,
In our darkest hour, hope lingers on.
My neighbor, with tolerance gone,
My neighbor, with tolerance gone,
In our darkest hour, hope lingers on.

Refrain

My love, when honor is gone,
My love, when honor is gone,
In our darkest hour, hope lingers on.
My country, when justice is gone,
My country, when justice is gone,
In our darkest hour, hope lingers on.

Refrain

ON CHILDREN
Your children are not your children.
They are the sons and the daughters
       of life’s longing for itself.
They come through you, but they 
       are not from you,
And though they are with you, 
       they belong not to you.

You can give them your love, but 
       not your thoughts.
They have their own thoughts.
You can house their bodies, but 
       not their souls,
For their souls dwell in a place 
       of tomorrow,
Which you cannot visit, no, 
       not even in your dreams.
You can strive to be like them, 
But you cannot make them just
       like you.

Your children are not your children.

We are the sons and the daughters of 
       life’s longing for itself.
We come through you, but we are not 
       from you,
And though we are with you, we 
       belong not to you.

You can give us your love, but not 
       your thoughts.
We have their own thoughts.
You can house our bodies, but not
       our souls,
For our souls dwell in a place of 
       tomorrow,
Which you cannot visit, no, not even 
       in your dreams.
You can strive to be like us, 
But you cannot make us just like you.

ONE DAY
Sometimes I lay under the moon
And thank God I’m breathing.
Then I pray “Don’t take me soon,”
’Cause I am here for a reason.

Refrain: 
Sometimes in my tears I drown
But I never let it get me down.
So when negativity surrounds,
I know someday it’ll all turn 
       around because
All my life I’ve been waiting for,
I’ve been praying for,
For the people to say
That we don’t wanna fight no more,
There’ll be no more wars,
And our children will play
One day…

It’s not about win or lose
’Cause we’ll all lose
When they feed on the souls of 
       the innocent,
Blood-drenched pavement,
Keep on moving, 
Though the waters stay ragin’.
And in this maze, you can lose 
      your way.
Your way, it might drive you crazy,
But don’t let it faze you, no way.
I’m here for a reason.

Refrain
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TIME AFTER TIME
Lyin’ in my bed, I hear the clock tick
       and think of you.
Caught up in circles, 
Confusion is nothing new.
Flashback, warm nights
Almost left behind.
Suitcase of memories,
Time after time.

Sometimes you picture me, 
I’m walkin’ too far ahead.
You’re callin’ to me, 
I can’t hear what you’ve said.
Then you say, “Go slow.” I fall behind.
The second hand unwinds.

Refrain:
If you’re lost, you can look 
       and you will find me,
Time after time.
If you fall, I will catch you, 
I’ll be waiting,
Time after time.

After my picture fades and darkness 
       has turned to gray,
Watchin’ through windows, 
You’re wonderin’ if I’m okay.
Secrets stolen from deep inside.
The drum beats out of time.

Refrain

WE CAN BE KIND
So many things we can’t control,
So many hurts that happen every day.
So many heartaches that pierce 
       the soul.
So much pain that won’t ever 
       go away.
How do we make it better?
How do we make it through?
What can we do when there’s 
       nothing we can do?

Refrain:
We can be kind.
We can take care of each other.
We can remember that deep down 
       inside, we all need the same thing
And maybe we’ll find
If we are there for each other
That together, we’ll weather whatever 

       tomorrow may bring.

Nobody really wants to fight.
Nobody really wants to go to war.
If everyone wants to make things
       right,
Then what are we always fighting for?
Does nobody want to see it?
Does nobody understand?
The power to heal is right here in 
       our hand.

Refrain

And it’s not enough to talk about it,
Not enough to sing a song.
We must walk the walk about it,
You and I, do or die,
We’ve got to try to get along.

Refrain

And maybe we’ll find
True peace of mind,
If we always remember
We can be kind.

THE RAINBOW CONNECTION
Why are there so many songs 
       about rainbows
And what’s on the other side?
Rainbows are visions, but 
       only illusions
And rainbows have nothing to hide.
So we’ve been told, and some choose
       to believe it
I know they’re wrong, wait and see.
Someday we’ll find it, 
The rainbow connection:
The lovers, the dreamers, and me.

Who said that every wish would be
       heard and answered
When wished on the morning star?
Somebody thought of that, and 
       someone believed it
And look what it’s done so far.
What’s so amazing that keeps 
       us stargazing
And what do we think we might see?

Someday we’ll find it, 
The rainbow connection:
The lovers, the dreamers, and me.
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SONG LYRICS
All of us under its spell,
We know that it’s probably magic.

Have you been half asleep, and have
       you heard voices?
I’ve heard them calling my name.
Is this the sweet sound that calls the
       young sailors?
The voice might be one and the same.
I’ve heard it too many times to 
      ignore it;
It’s something that I’m supposed to be.

Someday we’ll find it, 
The rainbow connection:
The lovers, the dreamers, and me.

La-da-da-dee-da-da-doo,
Da-da-da-da-da-dee-da-doo.

NORMAL
Didn’t ask to be different.
Always wanted to fit in.
I’m fighting hard to find my place.
And I can’t find comfort 
In my own skin 
What is normal? 

Sports and cars were not for me, no.
No, dressing up was more my thing.
I put Ken’s head on Barbie dolls.
Why should I try 
To be like the other guys? 

My parents, didn’t care that I 
Was leaning more towards girl 
       than guy. 
I wanted, wanted happiness,  
But what is normal? 
Why be normal? 

Normalcy did not appeal.
Wore cowboy boots like they 
       were heels. 
Laughed it off when people jeered. 
I raise my voice, I sing, I fight, 
So all the kids can sleep at night, 
And know that they are not a crime.
Why should I dive 
When instead I could leap and fly? 

My parents do not care that I 
       love Broadway shows and 
       rainbow ties, 
’Cause all they want’s my happiness, 

And that is normal.
It should be normal.

’Cause parents raise but don’t decide 
The you who makes you feel alive.
If you lean more towards girl than guy,
And that feels normal,
Then that is normal.

I know it’s hard to find a place 
Where you can shine and still feel safe. 
My world has crumbled many times.
But if you fall, I’ll raise you up.
We’ll climb that mountain to the top,
And watch the night turn into dawn.
 
Normal is what you feel inside. 
The pulse that helps you find the light, 
The reason that I sing and fight,
And that is normal.

’Cause normal is what you feel inside. 
The pulse that helps you find the light,
The reason that I sing and fight,
And that is normal.
Yeah, that’s my normal.

IMAGINE
Imagine there’s no heaven.
It’s easy if you try.
No hell below us;
Above us only sky.
Imagine all the people
Living for today.

Imagine there’s no countries.
It isn’t hard to do.
Nothing to kill or die for,
And no religion, too.
Imagine all the people
Living life in peace.

Refrain:
You, you may say I’m a dreamer,
But I’m not the only one.
I hope someday you’ll join us,
And the world will be as one.

Imagine no possessions.
I wonder if you can.
No need for greed or hunger;
A fellowship of man.
Imagine all the people 
Sharing all the world
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Refrain

I, TOO, SING AMERICA
My country!
My country!
This is my country!
Mine!

I, too, sing America.

I am the darker brother.
They send me to eat in the kitchen
When company comes,
But I laugh,
And eat well,
And grow strong.

Tomorrow,
I’ll be at the table
When company comes.
Nobody’ll dare
Say to me,
“Eat in the kitchen,”
Then.

Besides,
They’ll see how beautiful I am
And be ashamed —

I, too, am America.
I am America.

My country, ’tis of thee,
Sweet land of liberty,
Of thee, of thee, I sing.
Land where my fathers died,
In bondage, in battle.
Land of my mother’s pride,
With dignity and daring.
From every, every mountainside,
Let freedom ring!

My country!
My country!
This is my country!
I, too, am America!

UNITED IN PURPOSE
The onus is upon us all to work 
       to improve the human condition. 

Perform good deeds, 
       for that is truly the way 
To battle the forces of entropy 
That are at work in our world. 

The onus is upon us all to work 
       to improve the human condition. 

The composite of all our efforts 
       can have an effect. 
Good done anywhere 
       is good done everywhere. 

When we unite in purpose, 
We are greater than the sum 
       of our parts.
United in purpose!

BLACKBIRD
Blackbird singing in the dead of night,
Take these broken wings and learn
       to fly.
All your life,
You were only waiting for this 
       moment to arise.

Blackbird singing in the dead of night,
Take these sunken eyes and learn 
       to see.
All your life,
You were only waiting for this moment
       to be free.

Blackbird, fly.
Blackbird, fly
Into the light of the dark black night.

Blackbird singing in the dead of night.

Blackbird, fly.
Blackbird, fly
Into the light of the dark black night.

Blackbird singing in the dead of night,
Take these broken wings and learn 
       to fly.
All your life,
You were only waiting for this moment 
       to arise.

WORLD OF LOVE (POEM)
We were born from a shelter and 
       became one anew.
Their history is embedded into our 
       compositions.
We are their survival, their strength, 
       and revival.
We live our ancestors’ ambitions, but 
       we’re not theirs.
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Although we come from similar 
       walks of life,
Our souls [soles] are ours, a half-step
       or more, over their strife.
Sometimes we ask ourselves if we  
       carry their legacy right.
They assure us we’re doing just fine

Refrain:
When true freedom rises after this, 
We’ll at least be part of its genesis.
If we’re suppressed, our musical notes 
       are written in pen.
This space is safe ‘cause we resound.
We will be found.
(You know we’ll be found.)

Currently, we live as mirrors in the way 
       we reflect times.
We’re not a paragon of virtue, but we
       at least try to be kind.
Youth has not left us,
We still have lessons.
I clarify, lest they consider us exempt
       from flaws.
We strive to be love in its truest form:
Messy, slightly chaotic, but truly
       warm.
Like our forbears taught us: 
The onus is upon us to send kindness 
towards the world that bore us.

Refrain

Have we made you hear us yet?
We’re united in our purpose.
But our cause won’t have effects 
       until you feel love, too.
It’s why we sing.

Refrain

WORLD OF LOVE (SONG)
Some in pow’r want to erase,
To relegate our lives to dust.
They try to scare, try to debase
Our love and our fight for a world
       that’s just.
What we want is nothing new,
Our ancestors wanted the same:
Safety, joy, and freedom, too,
A world where love is our inspiring
       flame.

Refrain:
To make true freedom flourish, we
       must first fill hearts with love: 
Love of self, love of neighbor, love of
       earth and sky above.
Some in power have fought us, but 
       our ancestors have taught us: 
We can make true freedom flourish
       only in a world of love.

We live our lives as mirrors,
Reflecting space and time.
We are not always virtuous, 
But we try hard to be kind.
Our youth and inexperience
Cause some dumb mistakes.
But even in the chaos,
We know love is all it takes!

Refrain

Have we made you hear us?
We’re united in our purpose:
To let love win, make freedom ring!
This is why we sing!

Refrain

I WAS HERE
You will notice me; 
I’ll be leaving my mark like initials 
       carved in an old oak tree,
You wait and see.
Maybe I’ll write like Twain wrote,
Maybe I’ll paint like Van Gogh,
Cure the common cold, I don’t know,
But I’m ready to start ‘cause I know 
       in my heart:

Refrain: 
I wanna do something that matters, 
Say something different,
Something that sets the whole world 
       on its ear.
I wanna do something better with 
       the time I’ve been given,
And I wanna try to touch a few hearts 
       in this life,
Leave nothing less than something 
       that says:
I was here.

I will prove you wrong.
If you think I’m all talk, 
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You’re in for a shock,
’Cause this dream’s too strong, 
And before too long:
Maybe I’ll compose symphonies,
Maybe I’ll fight for world peace,
’Cause I know it’s my destiny
To leave more than a trace of myself
       in this place.

Refrain

I was here…

Refrain:
I wanna do something that matters, 
Say something different,
Something that sets the whole world
       on its ear.
I wanna do something better with 
       the time I’ve been given,
And I know that I will do more than 
       just pass through this life,
I’ll leave nothing less than something
       that said:
I was here.

BEAUTIFUL CITY
Out of the ruins and rubble,
Out of the smoke,
Out of our night of struggle,
Can we see a ray of hope?
One pale, thin ray
Reaching for the day.

Refrain:
We can build a beautiful city.
Yes, we can, yes, we can.
We can build a beautiful city,
Not a city of angels,
But we can build a city for all.

We may not reach the ending,
But we can start.
Slowly, but truly mending,
Brick by brick, heart by heart.
Now, maybe now,
We start learning how.

Refrain

When your trust is all but shattered,
When your faith is all but killed,
You can give up bitter and battered,
Or you can slowly start to build:

Refrain:
A beautiful city.
Yes, we can, yes, we can.
We can build a beautiful city,
Not a city of angels,
But finally, a city for all.

RING OF KEYS
Someone just came in the door,
Like no one I ever saw before.
I feel...
I feel...

I don’t know where you came from.
I wish I did.
I feel so dumb.
I feel...

Refrain:
Your swagger and your bearing
And the just-right clothes you’re
       wearing,
Your short hair and your dungarees,
And your lace-up boots,
And your keys, oh!
Your ring of keys.

I thought it was supposed to be
       wrong,
But you seem okay with being strong
I want...
You’re so...

It’s probably conceited to say,
But I think we’re alike in a certain way.
I... um...

Refrain

Do you feel my heart saying hi?
In this whole luncheonette,
Why am I the only one
Who sees you’re beautiful?
No – I mean handsome.

Refrain

I know you.

MAKE THEM HEAR YOU
Go out and tell our story, 
Let it echo far and wide,
Make them hear you, 
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Make them hear you.
How justice was our battle,
And how justice was denied.
Make them hear you, 
Make them hear you.

And say to those who blame us for 
       the way we chose to fight:
That sometimes there are battles 
Which are more than black or white,
And I could not put down my sword 
When justice was my right.
Make them hear you, 
Make them hear you.

Go out and tell our story
To your daughters and your sons,
Make them hear you, 
Make them hear you.
And tell them, in our struggle, 
We were not the only ones,
Make them hear you, 
Make them hear you.

Your sword can be a sermon 
Or the power of the pen.
Teach every child to raise their voice, 
And then my family then
Will justice be demanded by 
       ten million righteous friends.
Make them hear you, 
When they hear you:
I’ll be near you again.

I’M NOT AFRAID OF ANYTHING
Jenny’s afraid of water.
I mean, she swims so well, but still,
She’s afraid of water.
And so she won’t go near the sea...
Not me!

And Katie’s afraid of darkness.
I mean, she sleeps and all, but still
       she’s afraid of darkness.
So when the lights are out, she has
       to hold my hand.
I don’t understand.

I’m not afraid of anything,
Be it mountains, water, dragons, 
       dark, or sky.
I’m not afraid of anything,
Tell me, where’s the challenge if you 
       never try?

So watch me fly!
I’m not afraid.

Daddy’s afraid of babies.
I mean, he got through me, but now,
He’s afraid of babies.
Guess he’s scared of what they’ll be.
Not me.

And Mama’s afraid of crying.
You know, she tries to hold it in.
She’s afraid of crying.
And she can look at me with tears    
       stuck in her eye,
And I don’t know why.

I’m not afraid of anything,
Be it growing old or going out of style.
I’m not afraid of anything.
Who would give up what they want 
       without a trial?
Another mile!
I’m not afraid!

And I feel the calling of adventure,
And I hear the ringing in my ear.
The lights are glaring, trumpets 
       blaring,
I’m right here!
And I hear the calling of tomorrow,
And I feel the stirring in my bones,
And David loves me...
He’s afraid to hold me.

Listen to the calling of excitement.
Can you feel the pounding of 
       my heart?
The lights are ready, pulses steady,
I can start!
Never stop the calling of a challenge,
Blessing on the water and the stones,
And David loves me…
He’s afraid to tell me.
David loves me…
He’s afraid to trust me.
He’s afraid to hold me,
And he’ll always be...
He’s afraid of me...

And I’m not afraid of anyone!
I am sure to win with anyone at all.
I’m not afraid of anyone
Not a soul alive can get behind 
       this wall.
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So let them call,
And watch them fall,
’Cause after all...
I’m not
Afraid.

WHY WE SING
A sound of hope, a sound of peace, 
A sound that celebrates and speaks 
       what we believe.
A sound of love, a sound so strong.  
It’s amazing what is given when we 
       share a song.

Refrain: 
This is why we sing, 
Why we lift our voice, 
Why we stand as one in harmony.
This is why we sing, 
Why we lift our voice.
Take my hand and sing with me.

Soothe a soul, mend a heart,
Bring together lives that have been
       torn apart.
Share the joy, find a friend,
It’s a never-ending gift that circles
       back again.

Refrain 

Music builds a bridge, 
It can tear down a wall.
Music is a language that can speak
       to one and all.

Refrain
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SONG LYRICS TINA  
ARETHA 

DIANA
PATTI

GLADYS  
DIONNE

ROBERTA 
DONNA

ANITA
WHITNEY

JUNE 6 & 7, 2026
LINCOLN THEATRE

TICKETS AND INFO AT GMCW.ORG
ASL TICKETS AND GROUPS OF 10 OR MORE, CALL 202-293-1548

https://www.gmcw.org/soul-divas/
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PARTNERS IN HARMONY
In a world where religious leaders and their organizations have too often embodied the 
oppression and rejection that many of us have suffered, a growing number of synagogues, 
congregations, and other faith-based organizations are welcoming and celebrating LGBTQ+ 
persons. We proudly list them here as our PARTNERS IN HARMONY. We recommend them 
to any who are looking for a faith community to call home. Visit gmcw.org for links to all of 
these faith-based organizations.

Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church
Adat Shalom Reconstructionist 
       Congregation
All Souls Church Unitarian
All Souls Episcopal Church
Arlington Presbyterian Church
Augustana Lutheran Church
Bet Mishpachah
Bethel United Church of Christ
Bethesda United Church of Christ
Bethesda United Methodist Church
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Beverley Hills Community United  
       Methodist Church
Bull Run Unitarian Universalist Church
Burke Presbyterian Church
Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church
Capitol Hill United Methodist Church
Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Church
Center for Spiritual Living — Metro
Christ Church + Washington Parish
Christ Congregational Church
Christ Episcopal Church Kensington
Church of the Ascension
The Church of the Epiphany
Church of the Pilgrims
Clarendon Presbyterian Church
Cleveland Park Congregational United 
       Church of Christ
Colesville Presbyterian Church
Commonwealth Baptist Church
Congregation Ner Shalom
Dignity Washington
Dumbarton United Methodist Church
Emmanuel Episcopal Church
Fairlington Presbyterian Church
Fairlington United Methodist Church
The Falls Church Episcopal
First Baptist Church of the City of 
       Washington, DC
First Christian Church of Falls Church
First Congregational United 
      Church of Christ
Foundry United Methodist Church
Friends Meeting of Washington (Quakers)
Georgetown Lutheran Church
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Hope United Church of Christ
Immanuel Presbyterian Church
Kol Ami: Northern Virginia Jewish
       Reconstructionist Community
Little River United Church of Christ
Luther Place Memorial Church

Lutheran Church of the Reformation
Many Voices
Metropolitan Community Church of 
       Northern Virginia
Metropolitan Community Church of 
       Washington
Mount Vernon Place United 
       Methodist Church
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church
National City Christian Church
New York Avenue Presbyterian Church
Oaklands Presbyterian Church
Oseh Shalom
Rising Sun Outreach Ministry
River Road Unitarian Universalist
       Congregation
Rock Spring Congregational United 
       Church of Christ
Rockville Presbyterian Church
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church
St. George’s Episcopal Church, 
       Glenn Dale Parish
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Lafayette Square
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Norwood Parish
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
St. Stephen and the Incarnation 
       Episcopal Church
St. Thomas’ Parish Episcopal Church
Takoma Park Presbyterian Church
Temple Rodef Shalom
Tikkun Leil Shabbat
Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
       of Fairfax
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
       of Rockville
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
       of Sterling
The United Church — Die Vereinigte Kirche
Unity Fellowship Church of Washington, DC
Unity of Fairfax
Universalist National Memorial Church
Washington City Church of the Brethren
Washington Ethical Society
Washington National Cathedral
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Westmoreland Congregational United 
       Church of Christ
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Donald Chandler
Registered Piano Technician

443-924-8264
ddpctuner@aol.com

Chandler Piano Service

Since 1981

Piano Tuning, Repair, Regulation, Rebuilding
Humidity Control Systems
Appraisals & Consulting

ABOUT US

MISSION
The Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington, DC (GMCW) sings to inspire equality and inclusion 
with musical performances and education promoting justice and dignity for all.

OVERVIEW
GMCW is the largest LGBTQ+ chorus in the nation’s capital. We are a renowned 
performance group. Since 1981, we’ve performed shows nationally, internationally, and at-
home in Washington, DC. To date, we have 250+ singing members, four select ensembles, 
a youth chorus, over 500 donors, and an annual audience of 10,000+. Our mission is to use 
music to promote equality, achieve justice, and overcome our differences. Over the last 44 
years, we’ve put on numerous shows and done hours and hours of community outreach. 
We’ve sung and danced our hearts out around the country, including our Equality Tours 
in 2017, 2018, and 2019. We’ve been around the world, too, including stops in Cuba, Iceland, 
and Ukraine. We’ve sung for the Clintons, the Bushes, the Obamas, and the Bidens, and 
alongside Alan Cumming, Carol Channing, Chita Rivera, and Angela Lansbury. We’ve 
visited many prestigious venues, including the Kennedy Center, the White House, and 
Carnegie Hall, just to name a few.

Facebook.com/GayMensChorusofWashington
Instagram.com/gmcwashington

Youtube.com/GMCWashington
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GenOUT Chorus Manager.......................................................................................................................Javon Byam
GMCW Production Manager...................................................................................................................Conor Kelly
Assistant Production Manager................................................................................................................Mark Klein
GenOUT Accompanists....................................................................................Barbara Schelstrate, Kevin Wu
Production Assistant............................................................................................................Michael Cunningham
House Manager…………….................................................................................…………..........................Erik Rodriquez
Archival Video………….................................................................................….…………...................................Stone Lyons
ASL Interpreter......................................................................................................…………………………Jaime Sycamore

Special thanks to the team at St. Thomas’ Parish.

GMCW LEADERSHIP

PRODUCTION STAFF

Board of Directors 2025 – 2026
Chair......................................................................................................................................................................James Ellzy
Vice Chair...............................................................................................................................................Tomeika Bowden
Secretary........................................................................................................................................................Frank Anania
Treasurer.........................................................................................................................................John-Paul Hayworth
Brent Almond, Sarah Arnold, Rick Bennett, Michael Bigley, Romm Gatongay, Adrian Gillem, 
Robert Ginzel, Howland Hartley, Brian Kuhn, Shawn Morris (ex officio), Lee Brian Reba, 
Jeffrey Slavin, Jessica Sutter

Artistic Staff
Artistic Director.................................................................................................................................................Thea Kano
Associate Conductor.................................................................................................................................C. Paul Heins
Assistant Conductor.................................................................................................................................Ronté Pierce
Assistant Conductor...................................................................................................................................Javon Byam
Production Manager....................................................................................................................................Conor Kelly
Stage Director.........................................................................................................................Solomon HaileSelassie
Technical Director.................................................................................................................................Jarrod Bennett
Principal Accompanist...............................................................................................................Theodore Guerrant
Accompanist........................................................................................................................................................Alex Tang
Accompanist....................................................................................................................Raymond Bradley Rinaldo

Administrative Staff
Executive Director........................................................................................................................................Justin Fyala
Director of Development.................................................................................................................André Coleman
Director of Marketing.............................................................................................................................Craig Cipollini
Director of Patron Services.........................................................................................................................Kirk Sobell
Outreach Manager.............................................................................................................................Michael Hughes
Marketing Assistant........................................................................................................................Jonathan Malavè

GMCW Membership Officers
Membership President...........................................................................................................................Shawn Morris
Vice President for Membership............................................................................................................Brian Watts
Vice President for Events.............................................................................................................Jonathan Malavè
Vice President for Communications...............................................................................................Paul Negron
Vice Presidents for Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Visibility...........Sam Lee and Nick Walker Hirsch
Vice President for Volunteerism....................................................................................................Ali Hecimovich 
Vice President for Community Engagement..........................................................................Carter Grimes
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GMCW DONORS

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION, & GOVERNMENT DONORS

The Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington, DC, is grateful to the following individuals and 
organizations who support the Chorus and its many activities. The gifts listed here are from 
February 1, 2025 to February 1, 2026, and include annual gifts and partnerships. Thank you 
for your support!

DIRECTORS CIRCLE

GMCW is pleased to honor current and former members of its Board of Directors who have 
made multi-year commitments to continue their legacy of leadership within the Chorus.

CHORUS CHAMPION ($25,000 and up)

AARP
Amazon Smile
American Fundraising Foundation
Annie’s
Ardent
Bank of America/Merrill Lynch
Boeing
Booz Allen Hamilton
Carey International
City Dogs
Comcast
DC Commission on the Arts & Humanities
DKG Promotions, LLC
Grape Intentions
IBM Corporation
Iola Foundation
Johnson & Johnson
Kensho Technologies

Luther I. Replogle Foundation
Metro Weekly
The Morris & Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation
Northrup Grumman Corporation
Omega Wealth Management
OneOC
Partnership Wealth Management
PNC Wealth Management
Pepco
Pew Charitable Trusts
Phrma
Safeway Foundation
Thread Strategies
UBS Financial
US Commission of Fine Arts
Venable Foundation
Vida Fitness
Washington Blade

John F. Benton* & David Briggs
Charles Berardesco & Jeff Thurston
Phillip Carson
Chipper Dean
Suzette Derrevere & David Lietz
Jack Gerard & Craig Arnold
Jay Gilliam
Rob Hall & Chris Behan
A. Howland Hartley & William Lee*
John-Paul Hayworth
Steven J. Herman & John DiBenedetto
Michael Hill & Peter M. Korns
Michael Hughes
Stuart Kopperman & Christopher Grieder
Greg Kubiak
Harold Lewis

William Moran
Tom Mounteer
Steve Oatmeyer & Larry Poole
John O’Brien
Jack Reiffer
The Rt. Rev. Gene Robinson
Jami Rodgers & Scott Morgan
Rob Serpa & Gibson Haynes
David Shotwell & Erin Short
Meghan Skelton & James Connell
Chris Thomson & Carl Beauregard
Jim & Barbara Tozzi
Lee Voegler
Robert G. Wheeler & Darrell L. Netherton
Ryan Williams
Mike Ziskind & Jeff Davis

The Estate of John Perkins
Romm Gatongay & Jay Muntz
Rob Hall & Chris Behan

Roger & Jeane Samuelsen
Jeffrey Slavin
Juan Vegega & Hardee Mahoney
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BENEFACTOR ($1,000 to $2,499)

STAKEHOLDER ($2,500 to $4,999)

PRODUCER ($5,000 to $9,999)

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER ($10,000 to $24,999)

Rick Bennett
Tina DeNeen
Dr. James Ellzy & Francis O’Malley
Tyler Fitzgerald

Andrew Hastie
Mark Hegedus & Chris Wilson
Scott Linder
Jim Orrell

Brent Almond
Frank A. Anania
Sherri Bale & Eric Spears
William Barry
Michael Bigley & Alan Shenman
Dr. Richard Dutton & Mx. Greykell Dutton
Jack Gerard & Craig Arnold
Robert Ginzel
Michael & Kathryn Hanley
John-Paul Hayworth

Michael Hughes
Joan Tabor Marionni
Mark McGuire
Brandon Montgomery
Michael Petruschak
Gary Regan
Marlene Sanchez
Dirk Smith
Julian Trail

Sarah Arnold
J. Robert & Donnie Ball
Tom Boeke & Vijay D’Souza
Thomas Bonsaint
Tomeika Bowden
Cory Claussen
Larry Cohen
Justin Fyala & Richard Fowler
Adrian Gillem
Melanie Gottlieb
Rick Guinee
Steven J. Herman & John DiBenedetto
Kat Hlavin
Raymond Hoffman
Steve Johnson & Rich Harrison
Tom & Doris Kelley
Cathryn & Fred Krebs*
Greg Kubiak

Brian Kuhn
Chris & Chase Maggiano
Morgan Stanley
Tom Mounteer
Charles Myers
Dana Peterman
Lawrence Poole & Steve Oatmeyer
Jennifer Randolph
Lee Brian Reba
Jack Reiffer
Drew Renberg
Adam Sasso & Shawn Pierce
Nicole L. Streeter
Jessica Sutter
James W. Williams
Dr. Michael Wu & Ellen Stanley

Lisa Ahuja
Mike Allen & David Karnick
Stanley Allen
Anonymous
Barbara S. Barth
Bob & Carl
Alex Bowen
Alfreda Brewer
Jay Brown
Joshua T. Hatfield Charles
Craig Cipollini
Susan Clark
Tracy M.J. Colden
Erin Collier
David & Holly Mendel Fund

Chipper Dean
Carlton Doctor
Brian Doyle
Bob Dragoset
Kurt Elam
Robert J. Featherstone
Pete Froehlich
Karen Garlick
Lulu Gephart
Michael Gottlieb
Kevin Gowen
James Gruschus
Carroll Lee Hanson
Ben Harris
A. Howland Hartley

Alison Hecimovich
Don Jodrey
JonRobert Johnson
Bill & Josie Jordan
Thea Kano
Frederick King
Elizabeth Koehler
Stuart Kopperman & Christopher
       Grieder
David La Valle
Larry & Samilet Lee
Janet & Steven Magel
Magnum Family Fund
Joval Martin
Andrew McIlroy
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SUPPORTER ($500 to $999)

FRIENDS (up to $499)

Josh Millson-Martula
William & Catherine Moberly
Moody Mustafa
Rob Neighbour
Billy Newell & Byron Stevens
John O’Brien
Eve O’Toole
Robert Reeg
The Rt. Rev. Gene Robinson
Jami Rodgers & Scott Morgan

Kenneth Roraback
Thomas & Gwen Rowe
Cathy Rutherford & Lisa Levine
Duane Schroeder
Timothy Sensenig
David Shotwell & Erin Short
Carl Wayne Smith & Michael 
       Burke
Shawn Strout
David Talmage

Kevin Thomason
Grant Thompson
James M. Turner
Terry Vick
Lee Voegler
Silvio Weisner
Chuck Willett
Kimball Winn & Stephen O’Neill

Robert Agnello & Gerard Pape
Kevin Allen
William Allen
Michael Aylward
Dr. John Batchelor
L. Boyce
Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church
David Briggs
Dale Richard Buchanan
Kevin Burke & Steven Browning
Lindsay Burke
Stephen Cain
Carol & Jim Campbell
Timothy P. Carr
Jonathan Chaffin
Bill & Carol Chiasson
Sara Coggins
Iván Dávila & Dean Reichard
Manuel Davila
Giuseppe DeBartolo
Don DeGeorge
Martha & Joe Ferrara
Helen Fiori
Edward Szrom & John Geiger
Molly Gill
John Grant

Nathanael Green
Daniel Hicks & John McCall
Eve Hill
Bill Hillegeist
Andrew Hoffmann
Sarah Hughes
Dan Johnson & David McAuley
Brian Kane
William Kibby
John Knapp & Tim Gillham
Lynn & Ed Kneedler
Nicholas B. Kyrus & Anthony
       Cook
Alan Laing
Lawrence Lane
Phyllis LaPlante
Nick Lawton
Bill Lipsett & Eric Bolda
Michael Lopesciolo
Ira C. Lupu & Nancy Altman
Jonathan Malavé
Patty & Greg Mamula
Robb Marchione
Alon Mazor
Keith D. McIlhenny

Donald Medor
Trisha Montgomery
Roger Moran
William Moran
Kevin M. Morris
Shawn Morris
Tom & Debby Mossburg
Courtney Murray
Steven Nelson
Edward O’Brien
James F. Padgett
Jay Pascucci & David Robinson
Cori Quirk-Keefe
Mikal Rasheed
Shoshanna Risman
RTJ Charitable Fund
Rob Serpa & Gibson Haynes
Michael Smith
Christopher & Janine Sobell
Jeff Sponaugle
Jim Tavenner
Bernard Vicary
Lorna Watson & Robert Voight
Robert Witten
Christopher Wolf

Torben Aarsand
Andrea Ajello
Nikolaos Alexiou
Jessica Alfaro
Linda Allen
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity of The
       College of William and Mary
J. Kenyatta Alston
Nana Amoah
Jim Anastos
Frank Anderson
Marnie Andrews
Anonymous
Terry Applebee
Barbara Archibald
The Arlia Family
Rose Atiyeh
Catherine Aubee
Helen Avner
Betsy Baer
Polly Baldridge
Thomas Baldridge
Jay Ball
John Ball
Pradipta Banerjee
Kerry & Carolyn Barry
Sid Bartlett
Mary Wright Baylor
William & Kalen Beck

Paul Beddoe
Marcia Bellamy
Elia Ben-Ari
Jenny Bilfield & Joel Friedman
Erin Binter Villarroel
Kelsey Bisson
Kyle Blake
Daniel Boettcher & Roy 
       Englert, Jr.
Tom Bonderenko
Jennie Boocock
Katia Bore-Falecker
Joshua Bornstein
Alberto Bosque
Corinn Bovi
David Bowen
Michael Boyce
Jeff Bozman
Robin Bradley
Steven Brady
Karen Brau & Ed Miller
Marc Breslaw
John & Elizabeth Breyer
Danielle Brockert
Emily Brouilette
Alex Budzynski
Kristen Burnham
Joseph Burzynski
Dorothy Byers

Bill Byrne
Rev. Karen & Peter Byrne
Joe Canter
Joe Cantor
Gerald Carpenter
Renee Carroll
Heather Carskaddan
Raymond Castillo
Brent Castro
Bryan Castro
James & Susan Catlette
Lois Cecsarini
David Cefai
Ariel Cerrud
Linda Chaffin
York Chow
Gia-Ninh Chuang
Caroline Clarke
Elsa Clausen
Julien Clayton
Jane Clementi
Rose Ann Cleveland
Rachel Cloud
Sally Cluthe
David Codner
Ward & Christie Coe
Linda & John Cogdill
Colesville Presbyterian Church
Amanda Collins
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Laurie Collins
Joe Contardo
Sue Contostavlos
Dana Cook
Rayna Cook
Elizabeth Cooper-Martin
Joe Coray
Bro. Jeffrey Corry
Jonathan Covill
Jason Crawford
Kate Cruz
Kevin Cuddy
Eric Cunningham
Michael Cunningham
Kaitlin Curley
Leslie Curley
Tess Curnyn
Kenneth Currier
Jessica Cutter
Giancarlo D’Elia
Antoinette Dack
Todd Daves
Rick Davis
Marie Day
Patricia D’Costa
Christine & Michael DelNero
Tumi Demuren
Nikki & Jana Denning-Jones
Allison Devereux
Connie Diamant
Marie-Elise Diamond
Jeanette Dixon
Robert Doherty
Jessie Dolch
Lynn Doner
Sheila Donoghue
Teresa Donovan
Seth Downing
Melissa Downs
Ryan Dring
Lawrence Drumm
John Ducote
Michael Dumlao & Daniel Arrieta
Andrew Dunkman
Elizabeth Dusenske
Darryl Eaton
Kirk Edgerton
Carol Edwards
Dave Edwards
Trevor Eisele
Lisa Elliott
Daniel Elmer & Christopher Hoh
Noam Elsner
Peter Engstrom
Jack Erbs
Barbara D. Eyman & Robert 
       Antonisse
Geri Falek
Mark Farinas
Christine Farrell
Anthony Fatta
Brian Finch
Christopher Finger
Sheila Fink
Channing Fitzgerald
Carla Fletcher
Karen Ford
Lemerle Ford
Anthony Forte
Tracy Fox
Elissa Free
Caroline Frost
Scott Frutchey
Michelle Fulton
Matthew Funston

William Furmanski
Arthur Gabel & Mark DiPhillipo
Kendra Galante
Nicole Garro
Hannah Geller
Sarah Geller
Paul George
Howard E. Ghee, Jr.
Elizabeth Gibbens
Patricia Gibson
Kate Gilbride
Jay Gilliam
Anthony Gipson
Mary Gleason
Joseph Glenn, III
Skylar Golleher
Abby Gonik
Katherine Grady
Matthew Graf
Daniel Grahn
David Grahn & Jill Nusbaum
Gary Gray
Jean Greaves
Mark Greaves
Adam Greczkowski
Nikoia Greene
Elizabeth Greenfeld
Lisa Greenman & Paul Leder
Charles Grey
Amy & Melvin Grimes
Steve Groh
Robert Gronenberg
Natalie Groom
Ed Grossman
Elizabeth Grossman
Roxanne Guarino
Becky Hagan
Elliott & Leah Hahn
Don Halcombe
Shaun Hardy & David Wyrick
Wyatt Harris
Michelle Hart
Dan Hartinger
Laura Hatfield
Joyce Havard
Robert Hawks
Paul Hayashi
Melanie Hearsch
Kate Henderson
Jeanette Henley
Excy Herrera
Catherine Higgins
Meghan Higgins
Donald L. Hinshaw, Jr.
Douglas Hippenstiel
Linh Hoang
Topher Hoffmann
Rona Hokanson
Christopher Hopkins
Mike Hopkins
Bryan Howard
Mary Hsue
Elizabeth Hudson-Sures
Janet Hunley
Carolyn Hutter
Jeffrey & Marcia Inhen
Olivia Lurillo
Henry Johnson
Thomas P. Johnson
Kimberly Johnston
Lori Jonas
Cody Jones
Thomas Jordan
Richard Jungck
Beth & Claire Kalbach

Carol Kaplan
Dan Kaufman
Eric Kearsley
Paul Keefer
Jesse Kellar
Suzanna Kelley
Kathryn Kelly
Paul Kelsch & John Cantolina
Gary Keltz
Krista Keogh
Michael Kharfen
Carter Kight
Doug D. Kilburg
Julie Kilgore
Andrew King
The Kipers Family
Mark Klein
Ed Koch & Matthew Fox-Koch
Michael Kolakowski
Kate Kopperman
Marc Kovner & Will Himel
Bridget Kraft
Elizabeth Kramer
Matthew Krasula
Margaret Krebs
Aileen Kroll
Lauren Krulick
Epernay Kyles
Ronald La Due Lake
Germaine LaBerge
Daniel Lacovara
Marisa Lago
Thomas Lane
Sheri A. Layton
Brent Lee
Sarah Leister
Megan Lemley
Louis Leone
Marya Levenson
Lawrence Levine
Dillon Lewis
Tameria Lewis
Jason Libretta
Richard Livingstone
Katherine Loevinger
James Stephen Longo
Timothy Lotz
Kenneth Lowenberg
Patricia MacGowan
James Mack
John Mack
Michael Madriaga
Don Maish & Jim Harlow
Alice Noelle Mallari
Allison Malloy
Joseph Margraf
Maura Marino
Jamie Marquis
Ashley Martinage
John & Katrina Masters
Aaron Maxa
Robert May
Courtney McCartney
Michael McGarty
Jennifer McHenry
Mark & Michelle McKechnie
Michael McKibben
Andrew McLean
Bebe McMeekin
Donald McMenemy
Michaela McNamara
Colleen Meade
Maciej Mecke
Brenda Medina
Miranda Melton
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Pam Mendelson
Justin Meuse
Nathan Mickelsen
Jayne Miller
Keygan Miller
Ross Miller
Thomas H. Miller
Christopher & Margaret 
       Millson-Martula
Michael Misulich
Faheem Moghal
Lindsay M. Monte
Alison Moore
Diana Moore
Emma Moores
Kristina Morden
Gregg Moreland
Susan & Paul Morrison
Beth Morrissey
E. Mortenson
Eric Muhl
Al Munzer & Joel Wind
Matthew Murguia
Chris Murphy
Colette & Richard Murray
Rachel Murray
Lori Natale
Kerry Neal & Jiashen You
Paul Negron
Matthew Neri
Emory Neuman
Matthew Neuman
Edward Neuschler
Michael & Elaine Newton
Robyn Nuetert
Bruce Nylander
Pat O’Brien
Celia Ochs
Victoria O’Connell
Neil Offner
Elizabeth Olhsson
Edward Oseroff
John Osthaus
Kerry Pace
John Page
Mark Paist
Jake Paiva
Lauren Paiva
Dennis Palaganas
Joseph Parisi
Frank Parrish
Rehana Parsons
Todd Paul
John Payne & Linda Mellgren
Gary Peck
Anthony Pegues
Murray Penner
Jacqueline Perez
Melissa Pewett
Steve Pflasterer
Darryl Pilate
Greg Plavcan & Cooper 
       Westbrook
Bill Podolski & Jonathon Sorge
Deborah Potter
Andrew Powaleny
Christine Powell
Robert Powell
Sarah G. Priestman
Rafael Prieto
Geri Provost Lyons
Lucy Puentes
Amy Purcell
Chris Quach
Nancy Quinby

Mandy Eckman
Judith Racoosin
Tyler Radda-Faloon
Jebby Rasputnis
Cara Rawlings
Megan Reed
Simon Regenold
Thomas Reiker
Kevin Renz
Rebecca Rich
Elizabeth Richardson
Elaine Ricks
Stephen & Geoffrey Robards
Lucinda Robb
Dirk Robertson & James Sands
Michael Robinson
Undra Robinson & Lord Edwin 
       Carreon
Corbin Rochedreux
Daniel Roman
Andrew Rosenberg
Peter D. Rosenstein
Lisa Rotondo
Kate & Ateesh Roye
Craig Ruskin
Amanda Ruthven
Anne Ryan
Kellen Schefter
Barbara Schelstrate
Laura Schlegel
Amanda Schmidt
Robert Schmitz
Marty Schnure
Tim Schutt
Adam Schwartz
Jayson Scirratt*
Amy Scott
Kelly Self
Doug Sellers & Mark Eubanks
Sara Sennett
Julie Shackett
Ashley Shaklee
Scott Shaw
Dana Shea
Patrick Shea & Robert Meyer
Debbie Shuey
Pam Sieving
Kyle Simmons
Andrew Singley
Kathryn Sklar
Dawn Slonnegar
Morgan Slusher
Julie L. & Douglas S. Smith
Teri & Kathleen Smith-Jones
Lisa Soule
Christina Spears
Brent Stansell
Nancy Stark & David Siegel
Christine Steiner
Catherine Stocker
Nicole Stone
Dan Stowell
Jill Strachan
Emily Streissguth
Elizabeth Stuart
Erica Sugarman
Bob & Marianne Sweitzer
Alexander Tang & Robert Bagnall
Denise Taylor
Drew Thatcher
Geoffrey Thomas
Jamy Thomas
Michael Thompson
Thread Strategies
Donna Tish

Michael A. Toth
Gloria Totten
Ryan Trachtenberg
Joseph Truong
Timothy Tutt
Siri Tyler
Vivian V.
C. Lyn VanNoy
Donna Vervena
Nicole Vetsch
Anthony Villa
Claude & Kira Vol
Bob Vollinger
Dennis Vonasek
Jacqueline Waitts
Kerry Waldee
Susan Walker
Corita Warner
Anna Waters
Elizabeth Watson
Brian Watts
Eric Wawrousek
Jon Weakley
John Weaner
Tom & Joyce Weeks
Marian Weiss
Mike Welsh
Walter Wentz
Kevin Wenzel
Tyrone White
David Whitten
Carl Wiersum
Joseph Wilmot
Julie Wilson
Megan Wilson
Robert Wilson
Frederick Winch
Zeynep Wironen
Bradley Wise
Maggie Wise
Christina Witsberger
Kaitlyn Wolf
Tanner Wray & Karl Debus-Lopez
Ray Yankey
Dolan Yao
Micah Yarbrough
Alexandra Z.
Rob Zajdel
Krista Zanetti & David Lutter
Heidi Zimmerman
Judith Zuckerman
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IN KIND DONATIONS

FEDERAL CITY STARS

Brent Almond
Annie’s Paramount Steak House
Arena Stage
Atlas Performing Arts Center
Thomas Augustin
Sherri Bale & Eric Spears
Barker Specialty/ Barker 
       Animation
Barry’s D.C.
Rick Bennett
Bite the Fruit
Blue Planet Scuba
Bluemercury Logan Circle
Boundary Stone
Alex Bowen
Call Your Mother Deli
Capital Pride Alliance
Capitol Hill Arts Workshop
City Dogs
André Coleman
Michael Crossett
David Lee Csicsko
Michael Cunningham
Woody Derricks
James Ellzy & Francis O’Malley
Emily Chastain Photography
Fox & Hound Bed & Breakfast
Bob Gossard & Carl Ziebe
Rob Hall & Chris Behan
C. Paul Heins & Matt DelNero

High Museum of Art
Hillwood Estate, Museum & 
       Gardens
Matt & Kyle Holland
Hotel Zena
Michael Hughes
Ingleside Vineyards
Jasper’s Restaurant
The Jefferson Washington, DC
JR’s Bar
K1 Speed
Steve Katsurinis
Kiki
Dr. Robert D. Kohen
Stuart Kopperman & Christopher 
       Grieder
Lars Etzkorn Law PLLC
The Little Gay Pub
Mischelle Logan
Marriott Marquis Washington, DC
Kevin McDonald
Metro 29 Diner
Josh Millson-Martula
Miss Pixie’s Furnishings
The Mount Vernon Ladies’ 
       Association of the Union
The Moxy Washington, DC 
       Downtown
Museum of Broadway
The Museum of Russian Art

Number Nine
Diego Orbegoso
Sharon Palmer
Pearl Candle Company
Marc & Brett Philpott-Freeman
Pilgrim Monument and 
       Provincetown Museum
Pineapple Point Guest House
Lawrence Poole & Steve 
       Oatmeyer
The Ritz Carlton, 
       Washington, DC
Sean Robinson
Signature Theatre, Inc.
Solid State Books
Juliette J. Spears
Studio Theatre
Tonic Restaurant
U Street Family Dentistry
Viceroy Washington; DC
VIDA Fitness
Anthony Villa
The Willard Intercontinental 
       Washington, DC
The Wilma Theater
Wines for Humanity
Micah Yarbrough
Yoga District
Yours Truly DC

* deceased

Robert Agnello & Gerard Pape
Nikolaos Alexiou
Mike Allen & David Karnick
Brent Almond
J. Kenyatta Alston
Marnie Andrews
Anonymous
Jack Gerard & Craig Arnold
Michael Aylward
Pradipta Banerjee
William Barry
Rick Bennett
L. Boyce
Michael Boyce
Brent Castro
Gia-Ninh Chuang
Rachel Cloud
Joe Contardo
Elizabeth Cooper-Martin
Bro. Jeffrey Corry
Iván Dávila & Dean Reichard
Rick Davis
Brian Doyle
Bob Dragoset
Christopher Finger
Lemerle Ford
Justin Fyala & Richard Fowler
Arthur Gabel & Mark DiPhillipo
Jay Gilliam
Daniel Grahn
Robert Gronenberg
James Gruschus
Rob Hall & Chris Behan
Ben Harris
Andrew Hastie
Alison Hecimovich
Mark Hegedus & Chris Wilson

Kate Henderson
Eve Hill
Bill Hillegeist
Raymond Hoffman
Christopher Hopkins
Bryan Howard
Michael Hughes
Thea Kano
Dan Kaufman
William Kibby
Doug D. Kilburg
Lynn & Ed Kneedler
Margaret Krebs
Brian Kuhn
Alan Laing
Nick Lawton
Larry & Samilet Lee
Dillon Lewis
Bill Lipsett & Eric Bolda
James Stephen Longo
Eve O’Toole
Joval Martin
David McAuley & Dan Johnson
Andrew McIlroy
Keygan Miller
Ross Miller
Kevin M. Morris
Paul Negron
Rob Neighbour
Neil Offner
Elizabeth Olhsson
Jim Orrell
Mark Paist
Dennis Palaganas
Dana Peterman
Lawrence Poole & Steve 
       Oatmeyer

Andrew Powaleny
Robert Powell
Chris Quach
Cori Quirk-Keefe
Simon Regenold
Jami Rodgers & Scott Morgan
Kenneth Roraback
Craig Ruskin
Kellen Schefter
Adam Schwartz
Jayson Scirratt*
Timothy Sensenig
Rob Serpa & Gibson Haynes
Scott Shaw
Morgan Slusher
Michael Smith
Shawn Strout
Jim Tavenner
Drew Thatcher
C. Lyn VanNoy
Bernard Vicary
Dennis Vonasek
Brian Watts
John Weaner
Silvio Weisner
Kevin Wenzel
Carl Wiersum
Chuck Willett
James W. Williams
Kimball Winn & Stephen O’Neill
Dr. Michael Wu & Ellen Stanley
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MAY 22 TO JUNE 8
Free concerts every day

Premium passes also available to purchase
VISIT GMCW.ORG FOR FULL SCHEDULE AND MORE INFO

SPRING AFFAIR 2026

THE GALA FUNDRAISING PARTY OF THE YEAR
MAY 16, 2026

THE RITZ-CARLTON, WASHINGTON, DC
TICKETS AT GMCW.ORG


