
GMCW to Honor DC Mayor Adrian M. Fenty, PFLAG 
and Philip M. Rogerson at its annual Spring Affair, April 21, 2007

What:    GMCW’s Spring Affair 2007: “It’s De-lovely” A celebration of the music of Cole Porter
When:   Saturday evening, April 21, 2007, 7:00 PM 
Where:  JW Marriott Hotel, 1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 

On Saturday evening, April 21, 2007, at its annual Spring Affair gala, the Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington, DC, (GMCW) will present its Harmony Award to the Hon. Adrian M. Fenty, Mayor, District of Columbia; the Washington, DC, Chapter of Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG); and longtime Chorus member Philip M. Rogerson, all of whom have made significant contributions to the GLBT community and/or GMCW. The GMCW Harmony Award recognizes individuals and organizations that exemplify the Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington’s mission to “affirm the place of Gay people in society.”  Previous recipients have included GLBT community activists Peter D. Rosenstein and Frank Kameny; The Mautner Project, the National Lesbian Health Organization; Food & Friends; Councilmember David Catania; and the international law firm of Holland & Knight.

GMCW Board Chair Greg Kubiak said, “This year’s Harmony Award honorees help accentuate GMCW’s season, A Celebration of Family.  Mayor Fenty, a strong family man, campaigned on a promise to fully achieve the definition of family with respect to the GLBT community.  Equally strong in his support of the gay community is his advocacy for the arts.”  Kubiak added, “Our local chapter of PFLAG, in both word and deed, is the DC area’s daily advocate for their family members who, for too long, have been treated unjustly.  And the Chorus’s own “Uncle Phil” Rogerson has been a shining example of how the Chorus has not only taken care of its own members, but has also extended our music and family bond to others less fortunate.”

GMCW’s 2007 Harmony Award Honorees
Hon. Adrian M. Fenty, Mayor, District of Columbia 

DC Mayor Adrian M. Fenty was one of the few candidates for Mayor in the 2006 election to support full rights for the GLBT community.  Prior to his mayoral election, as  Council member for Ward 4, he led a courageous campaign to ensure that the GLBT community be “totally integrated into the fabric of our society and enjoy all rights … including the right to marry.”  He also has been an avid supporter of the arts community, recognizing that the cultural landscape of the District is essential to his vision to brand Washington a “world-class city.” GMCW applauds Mayor Fenty for his courage in standing up for full GLBT rights and for his understanding that the arts must be a pillar of any great city.

PFLAG – Washington, DC, Chapter

PFLAG understands the importance and value of relationships and provides the support, education and advocacy for GLBT people and their families and friends.  GMCW’s current season is titled A Celebration of Family. As the Chorus pays tribute to the diversity of families in our society, we applaud PFLAG as a courageous civil rights force for more than 30 years. PFLAG’s practical programs, strong voice and active agenda show they are an organization that not only stands with our community, but stands up for our community.

Philip M. Rogerson

Known affectionately as “Uncle Phil,” Phil Rogerson has been a pillar of support for GMCW since its earliest days.  In addition to singing in the tenor section, for most of the Chorus’s existence Phil served as vocal coach, working with GMCW members to ensure they had the extra support to shine on stage and raising the artistic standards for the entire Chorus.  Beyond his artistic work, however, Phil embodied the Chorus’s desire to serve others by helping found the Chorus Care Corps which attends to members in times of illness and need. Phil also began what has become annual Christmas Eve caroling by the Chorus at the National Institutes of Health, bringing the joy of music to those who were infirmed during the holiday season. GMCW applauds “Uncle Phil” as a pioneering force for the Chorus and as the symbolic heart of its outreach efforts.

The GMCW Board of Directors selects the Harmony Award honorees from nominations provided by the Chorus membership, supporters and board, and screened through a small selection committee.

For more information, contact John Sykes, GMCW Marketing Manager, at 202.293.1548 
or visit www.gmcw.org/support/springaffair.html.
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