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MAY 1, 2007  •  FOR Immediate Release
The Award-Winning Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington, DC (GMCW)

(Winner of the 2005 Washington Area Music Association’s WAMMIE Award for Outstanding Choral Group)

Announces

SONGS OF MY FAMILY

The Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington, DC’s 2006 – 2007 Season is titled A Celebration of Family because it honors and affirms the diversity of families in American society.  The season culminates June 24 in The Kennedy Center Concert Hall with the world premiere of the GMCW-commissioned This House Shall Stand: Songs of My Family — a 45-minute song cycle accompanied by chamber orchestra.  Fellow DC musical family, the DC Different Drummers’ Capitol Pride Symphonic Band, will join the Chorus for the concert — sharing a major DC stage with GMCW for the first time.

The idea for the song cycle began in the spring of 2005 in a conversation between Jeff Buhrman, GMCW’s Artistic Director, and Jim Lopresti, a former GMCW member and Chair of the Valuing Our Families conference held each year in South Florida. After attending the conference, Mr. Buhrman returned to Washington and began collecting stories about GLBT families from around the country. Mr. Buhrman then engaged San Francisco-based composer Robert Seeley and lyricist Robert Espindola to bring the stories to life.  The result is the groundbreaking This House Shall Stand: Songs of My Family — a unique choral work which explores themes in the lives of GLBT families with soaring melodies and beautiful, touching lyrics.

“We live in a world that struggles to understand and accept different kinds of families. This new work will enrich our understanding of family and will shape the way family is experienced in our culture. It’s time for GLBT families to be seen and celebrated,” Mr. Buhrman said.

Examples of how the music of This House Shall Stand: Songs of My Family explores themes of GLBT families include: “Always With Love” — a joyful celebration of the many different kinds of families in our society; “The Gift of Two” — two children appreciate the blessings of having two moms or two dads; “The Man in My Father’s Life” — a daughter recognizes how her father has found himself through the love of another man; “Crossfire” — the choice between one’s partner and one’s biological family; “A Wall of Glass” — the denial of hospital visitation rights to GLBT partners; “Dance One More Time” — a man asks his deceased partner if it is okay to fall in love again and “This House Shall Stand” — the centerpiece of the work, an anthem celebrating GLBT lives.

Sunday, June 24 at 3 pm

The Kennedy Center Concert Hall

Tickets: $75, $49, $39, $29, $19

Tickets are available online at www.kennedy-center.org, by calling The Kennedy Center box office at 800. 444.1324 from 10 AM to 9 PM, or at The Kennedy Center box office Monday – Saturday, 10 AM – 9 PM, and Sundays and holidays, noon – 9 PM.

To schedule an interview with Artistic Director Jeff Buhrman, Valuing Our Families Chair Jim Lopresti, composer Robert Seely or lyricist Robert Espindola, contact John Sykes, GMCW Marketing Manager, at 202.293.1548, 202.744.7668 (cell) or jsykes@gmcw.org
Since 1981 the Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington has been entertaining audiences with musical excellence, educating communities about the gay experience and affirming the place of gay people in society.
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