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April 2, 2007  •  FOR Immediate Release
The Award-Winning Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington, DC (GMCW)

(Winner of the 2005 Washington Area Music Association’s WAMMIE Award for Outstanding Choral Group)

Announces

Robert Johnson Appointed Executive Director

Greg Kubiak, Board Chair of the Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington, DC, announced today that Robert Johnson has been appointed Executive Director, effective April 16, 2007.  The Board of Directors ratified the recommendation of the Executive Director Search Committee early last week.  The Search Committee, chaired by GMCW founding member Steve Herman, was formed in December, 2006.

Mr. Johnson is familiar to GMCW audiences and supporters as a chorus member and assistant accompanist for the Chorus since spring 2005.  He is currently the Associate Director of the Heifetz International Music Institute, a competitive summer music program for advanced string players and pianists, based in Ellicott City, MD.
Board Chair Kubiak commented, “Robert has the skills necessary for success in fundraising, marketing, community outreach and administration.  It became very clear to the search committee and officers that Robert’s experience, skills and passion for the mission and future of GMCW will be a growing asset for this organization.”

“I am delighted to accept this position with the Chorus,” said Mr. Johnson.  “I’m looking forward to working with [GMCW Artistic Director] Jeff Buhrman, the staff, members, volunteers and the Board of Directors to help further the mission of this exceptional arts organization.”

Before joining the Heifetz Institute, Mr. Johnson was Assistant Dean at the David Hochstein School for Music and Dance in Rochester, NY, where his duties included faculty and student relations, evaluations, program development and staff management.  Mr. Johnson earned a Master of Music degree in piano performance from Northern Arizona University and a Bachelor of Arts degree in music from the State University of New York at Geneseo.
For more information on Robert Johnson’s appointment, contact Greg Kubiak, GMCW Board Chair, at 202.285.4249 or boardchair@gmcw.org.
For interview requests with Mr. Johnson, contact John Sykes, GMCW Marketing Manager, at 202.293.1548 or jsykes@gmcw.org.

Since 1981, the Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington has been entertaining audiences with musical excellence, educating communities about the Gay experience and affirming the place of Gay people in society.
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